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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1. Acknowledgement is made of Amendment filed July 26, 2005. 

2. Claims 1-39 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Re claims 1-10, 14-19, 21-29 and 37: The prior art of record fails to teach or fairly 
suggest a computer implement method for processing lottery sales data, including the steps of 
causing display of a table on a computer, the table containing data representing lottery game 
attributes and lottery ticket sales for a plurality of lottery game types; enabling a user of the 
computer to query the data in the table based on at least one criterion from a predetermined list 
of criteria; and forecasting sales of a new lottery game based on results of the query as set forth 
in the instant claim. 

Re claims 1 1-13, 20, 30-32 and 38: The prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest 
a computer implemented method for processing lottery sales data, including the steps of causing 
display of a table on a computer, the table containing data representing lottery game attributes 
and lottery ticket sales for a plurality of lottery game types; enabling a user of the computer to 
query the data in the table based on at least one criterion from a predetermined list of criteria; 
and modifying the table to contain values of an index that compares performance of each of the 
lottery game types that satisfy the query. 

Re claims 33-36 and 39: The prior art of record fails to teach or fairly suggest causing 
display of a table on a computer, the table containing data representing lottery game attributes 
and lottery ticket sales for a plurality of lottery game types; causing the computer to display a 
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menu for configuring the new game; configuring the new game using game attributes input into 
the menu by the user; and automatically generating and graphically displaying a schedule for 
development and launch of the new lottery game. 

Backus et al. (US 5,197,736) teaches an apparatus to increase chance predictions of 
lottery numbers comprising random means for selecting lottery outcomes from among fields 
weighted proportional to statistical data to reflect past lottery outcomes. 

Fakhoury (US 4,591,162) teaches a deck or pack of cards for playing multiple lottery 
games of the kind conducted or sponsored by various state government or agency. Examples of 
such games are "LOTTO", and subsidiary "PICK 4" and the "DAILY GAME" games where the 
odds favoring the "house" depend on the total of the numbers from which playing numbers are 
picked. 

However, Backus and Fakhoury, taken alone or in combination thereof, fails to teach or 
fairly suggest a computer implement method for processing lottery sales data, including the steps 
of causing display of a table on a computer, the table containing data representing lottery game 
attributes and lottery ticket sales for a plurality of lottery game types; enabling a user of the 
computer to query the data in the table based on at least one criterion from a predetermined list 
of criteria; and forecasting sales of a new lottery game based on results of the query as set forth 
in the instant claim(s). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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